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told Count Otto that lie had seen this monarch in
very difficult circumstances, when his own life and
the preservation of the Empire were at stake; but
that he had never seen him more troubled than he
was at that moment.

The Emperor Francis was still hesitating; but
Metternich had drawn up a programme which he
thus sums up in his Memoirs :

" Napoleon's failure against Russia has altered the
situation of the Emperor of the French, as well as
that of the other powers.

" The result for Europe will be peace.

" To bring about a peace is the true task of Austria.

"What course is to be followed to secure peace; a
real peace, not a disguised armistice, like all the
treaties concluded with the French Republic and
with Napoleon ?

" The only course is to compel France to withdraw
into limits which warrant the hope of a durable
peace, and of the re-establishment of a political equi-
librium between the powers."

The Austrian statesman added to the statement of
this programme : " The attitude of Austria as an
armed mediating power is in accordance with both
the geographic situation of the Empire and with its
strength, and will permit the Emperor Francis to
have the last word in war, as in peace. We should
work unremittingly to arm ourselves to make war.
The Emperor's pact will be made sure by the time
which we shall thus gain."